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Africa Climate Action Initiative (ACAI):
An opportunity to work together to increase food 

security and education through actions that 
mitigate and/or adapt to climate change 

(Climate Actions)
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Welcome & Introduction



2020-05-06

2

Problem: Climate Change is Causing
Substantial Food Insecurity in Africa

Climate change is causing substantial food insecurity for many 
millions of people in Africa and lack of education is making it more 
difficult for people to adapt to the current situation.  For example:

• Substantial change in weather patterns in Africa is causing many 
millions of people to become food insecure.

• Food insecurity can be caused by droughts and floods. As well, an 
overly wet season in east Africa has enabled locusts to multiply by 
many billions and devastated crops in many countries there.

• Insufficient food and scarce resources are creating and/or 
amplifying many conflicts, which substantially increases migration.3

Short Video Illustrating the Rapid Growth of 
Violence in the Sahel and West Africa
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Solution: Strategically Utilize Climate Action 
Funding with Innovative Technologies

Recommended solution is to strategically utilize funding for climate 
action to increase food security, education and job creation. For 
example:

• Hundreds of billions of dollars are now flowing into climate action.

• Rapid innovation is reducing the cost of implementing technologies 
to facilitate food security such as solar-powered irrigation.

• Substantial growth of free educational information and low cost 
digital devices to support education.
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Examples of Reports Regarding Finance 
for Climate Action

• In 2018, World Bank Group announced $200 billion in funding over 
five years for climate action.

• A new report by Climate Bonds Initiative has found that in 2019, 
green bonds issuance hit a record $255 billion.

• The Global Landscape of Climate Finance 2019 report by the Climate 
Policy Initiative indicates that finance for climate action reached USD 
579 billion in 2017/2018.
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Incentives Available to Encourage Private Sector 
Investment in Climate Solutions

• Growing range of financial incentives becoming available for 
Climate Solutions to encourage private sector investment.

• These incentives can make investing in projects significantly 
more attractive to a private investor.

• Incentives listed on multiple online platforms including:
• Climate Finance Explorer by NDC Partnership.org
• Financial Navigator by IRENA
• Terra Viva Grants Directory
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Rapid Innovation is Reducing the Cost of Tech. to 
Enhance Food Security such as Solar-powered Irrigation

Schematic Illustrating Solar 
Powered Irrigation by 
Rainmaker Enterprises
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http://ndcpartnership.org/climate-finance-explorer
http://ndcpartnership.org/
https://navigator.irena.org/inside/pn/fn/Pages/default.aspx
https://terravivagrants.org/
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Substantial Growth of Free Educational Information 
and Low Cost Digital Devices to Support Education

Large Offline eLibraries
including Khan 
Academy and 

Wikipedia for Students
by World Possible

Rumie Tablet with Free 
Educational Apps
by Rumie, Toronto

OneBillion: One of the prize winners 
of the learning xPrize for developing 
an open-source, scalable software 
that empowers children to teach 
themselves basic reading, writing 

and arithmetic within 15 months by 
OneBillion, UK 9

Increase Education, Especially for Girls
Investing in education provides many benefits:
• Research has shown that a woman with 12 years of schooling has 

almost four to five children less children than a woman with no years of 
schooling.
• Increased resiliency of communities to climate change.

• Helps develop life skills for a green economy and non-violent conflict 
resolution.

• Develops skills for increased food production and job creation.
… when implemented on scale, adds up to increased stability.
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Increase Impact Through International 
Cooperation

• The impact of utilizing climate action funding, innovative technologies 
and free educational resources can be significantly increased through 
international cooperation to prevent and/or mitigate conflicts.

• Coordinated programs by UN related 
organizations such as UNDP.

• Collaboration of civil society organizations
and volunteers.

• Collaboration with impact investment 
funds including ones from CAFIID.
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An Initiative That Can Be Scaled Globally:
Africa Climate Action Initiative (ACAI)

• Initiated by Climate Solutions Advancement Network 
and ClimateFast.

• Now an initiative of the Canada-Africa Partnership Network.

• Combining expertise in Canada and Africa to access funding for 
substantial action.

• Participants share information about funding opportunities, funding 
applications, implementations, and lessons learned.

• This collaboration model can be expanded to more countries.
12
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Blended Climate Finance Marketplace
by

www.climateplace.ch
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A Example Story About Seeking Funding 
Seeking funding for larger projects requires considerable time, effort 
and persistence.  For example:

• Last year, we submitted an concept note to Global Affairs Canada 
(GAC) for about a $2m proposal entitled “Empowering Women with 
Smart Irrigation, Information and Enterprise Support” in Ghana.

• Unfortunately, our submission was not selected by GAC for funding.

• After  GAC issues a call for similar types of concept notes, we plan 
enhance our concept note and submit it again .  As well, we plan to 
customize and submit it to other funding organizations.
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http://www.climateplace/marketplace
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Conclusions & Recommendations
• Climate change is causing food insecurity for millions of people in 

Africa.

• Hundreds of billions of dollars are available for climate action.

• Now possible to strategically utilize climate finance to fund projects 
to increase food security and education, especially for girls and 
women.

• Good example of collaboration of civil society organizations and 
volunteers is the Africa Climate Action Initiative (ACAI) by CAP 
Network.
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Thank you
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To view this presentation, possible next steps and supplemental information, see: 

climatesan.org/ifs

http://climatesan.org/ifs

